THE FINISHED PRODUCT
did they manage their incomes? What was the secret
of their success or failure? What fundamentally are die
prevailing forces in public and private life? The pages
of his book are littered with questionings and general-
izations on these subjects. As time passed the different
aspects of his thought began to connect themselves
one with another; the wisdom he had acquired from
books, to relate itself to the wisdom he had acquired
from life. Gradually his scattered reflections composed
themselves into a philosophy, his unconsciously
acquired point of view built up for itself a conscious
intellectual basis and justification.
Along with this mental development, went a
development of character. The lessons of experience
sank in and began to modify his native disposition;
insensibly he began to control such impulses in himself
as were inconsistent widi what he believed, to give
rein to those that his intelligence approved. Time,
too, did its work on him; stripping his nature of such
characteristics as were merely youthful and super-
ficial, sharpening and stabilizing those that were of
its essence. Slowly, the difficult process of maturity
accomplished itself; bit by bit William's temperament
and his intelligence, the influence of his heredity and
his education, of his married life, his social life, and his
public life, integrated themselves into a completed
personality. At forty-seven he was at last, the William
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